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DESCRIPTION. 
OF. J 


[1COLMKILL, Ke. 


T. the civil of my eaſtern PRES > many 
of the perſonages of diſtinction to whom - £7 0 
Ihad the honour of being introduced, were 9 
as curious to be informed of the Caledonian, WT 
antiquities, as I was to be initiated in theig 
manners and cuſtoms; as well as to view etheifßf 
ſevergh different edifices, ſtructures, and m E735 
; numents; which cannot but attract the at: 
tention of the curious, ney even the ſenti- 1 
] mental maveller. _-- —— 
Ihe moſt of the = POE far the moſt 
complaifint and polite mannner, ſhewed the | 
moſt complaiſant-bebaviour to me, my go- 
vernor and linguiſt ; indeed the generoſity of _ 
them, infpired them ſo. much into our fav- 
our, that they not only perſonally attended 
us in Viewing» the ancient ftructures, fculp- 
AFures,: cathedrals, &c. but endeavoured to 
| give us the meaning of their erection, and 
. Was ent . as: 2 ngures „ 
3 5 3h te 


8 ( 4 ö 
the monuments. In return of which favours, 
Tome of them requeſted that I ſhould give 
them a deſcription of the above Iſland, with 
the antiquities thereof, fo much admired by 
foreigners, which I could not gratify at the 
time. And therefore at my return went, 
with a few companions in a barge or long- 
boat, from the Iſland of Mull to the foreſaid 
| Iſand, and took a ſhort view thereof, guided 
by an honeſt man who lives on the ſpot, and: 
ſeems to have an hiſtorical account of the 
meaning or emblems of the remaining figures 


undefaced, in the various tabrics f in. the laid 


remote iſland. 
THAT St. Columba and St. Od his 
brother came from Ireland in the year 550. 


He erected the chapel of St. Oran where) 


it is ſaid that St. Oran”: was buried alive, 


for to. get the chapel dedicated in his 
name; which is ſtill named/St. Oran's en 
ple to this day. St. Columba conſecrated it 


with earth from Rome, it was the firſt place 


of public worſhip in Scotland. St. 2 85 was 


buried at the beginning of the building, 
who was the firſt; chat was buried there. in 


that very ſame year, Vis, 5 50, was interred 
1 of the Kings of Scotland, in all of he 

Kings of Scotland buried here is 48—of the - 

Kings of Ireland 4—of the Kings of Norway: 


7 | n 1 of the CRY ok the Clans, and 
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that there is drawn to the life the tomb of 


the chiefs with coats of mail, helmets, and 
four hundred ſwords, the figures. in full 
length. Within the chapel of St. Oran is 
interred Macdonald of Iſlay, then King of the 
| Weſtern Iſlands; it is ſaid there were goo 
| cows expended at his burial, at 38. 4d. each. 
Here is likwiſe M* Kinzon of Stra, with a 
magnificent tomb. Paul Campbell ſon to 
Argyle treaſurer to one of the kings, he be- 
ing the only Campbell interred here, upon 
his tomb is the coin uſed at that time. And 
M Huarrey of Alva, the firſt heritor interred 
Where; and many others within the walls. — 
9 Without the walls lies M. Lean of Duart, with 
agel at esch fide of his head, M. Lean of 
Lochbuie; N. Lean of Col; M Laan of Tur- 
"Wk ; the famous Doctor Beatan's tomb, 
phyſician to the family of MfLean of Duart, 
upon his, tomb 9 armorial bearings. is 
his inſeription. 5 Behold: he falls by the 
hand of iniquous Death, he who often de- 
Wivered others from their complaints; Glory 
o God alone. Here is the tomb of the 
{ Alaster's; built after the Gothic manner. 


Here lies M<Duffe of Colenſay, and Abbot 
* ugh, at full length with his, crook androbes, 
and being erooked or deformed in his. feet 
hich appears in his effigy to this day; he 
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ba. At a little diſtance is a tomb where 
there is 4 Abbots interred, all of different 
nations, and many other abbots which is not 

fo much minded; and through the burying 
place there is a road which none was per- 
mitted to tread on, but men appointed. At 
a little diſtance to the N. E. is the magnifi- 
cent temple of St. Mary, to the weſt ſtands 
St. John's croſs, which is moſt magnificent 
and moſt curious At a little diſtance is St. 
Martin's and St. Peter's croſſes, under theſe 
croſſes is interred the different Saints; and 
near to this at the entry into the building, is 
interred the great St. Columba. Near to 
this, at the entry into the temple is a . 
= well that ſerved with pipes the Whole bung, 
= ing with water. At the entry alſo is a font} 
| 4 1 of water in name of the N. wind, and in dif- 
ferent parts of the ang is fonts for the E. 
3 | wind and S. wind; and it is faid that if all 
= virgin empties The” font, immediately: the] 
wind anſwered” according- to the font ha 
emptied. Within the door leading into the 
building is a rom for the door-kæeper, after 
paſſing through! the-firſt entry to the place of 
wWorſhip is a place of contemplation, x. Up- 
on the right hand, on a pillar ſtands the Xie 
angel with beam and balance in his hand; 
weigbing the ſouß ct men, the devil ready 
OP to aten it found: e 2. Op another 


C7 


is the Sin of Ingratitude, rente by three 
ruffians that ſtole a cow from their nurſe, one 
holding her by the horns, another by the 


tail, and another going to knock her down: 
the woman or nurſe ſtanding behind with 


uplifted hands and open-mouthed, wiſhing 
them due reward. 3. Upon the left hand 


on another is our Firs? Parents, one on each 
ſide of the tree, the ſerpent twiſted up to the 
woman's ear beguiling her. 4. On another. 
- fronting it, is our Saviour promiſed for their 
protection, and bruiſing the head of the ſer- 


pent—after being ſprinkled from the font, 


again with beam and Ballance, and the de- 


vll ready to catch if found wanting. 6. On 
the other fide of the pillar is the 9 * that 
=apprehende@our Saviour, with Peter cutting 
off Malchus' ear. 7. On another is our firſt . 


parents when they firſt ſinned with aprons, 


and hand acroſs; the angel driving them out 
Hom the garden. 8. On another is Samp- 
Eon killing the lion. 9. On another is our 

Saviour riding to Jeruſalem onam aſs. After 
| confeſſing their {ins to the abbot, and behold - 
ing all theſe things they were permitted to 
fit down at the Fable of communion, of white - 


ADE which ache - 000 * one 2 of Ry, 


they were permitted to enter to the place of 8 
worlip. F. After entering the place of - 
worſhip, on another pillar is the a che 785 
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© the pd oF urin u to the other. Here are 


magnificet tombs, one in particular, viz. 


the abbot M Kinnon's drawn at full length to 
the greateſt life, with lions ſupporting his 


head and feet, with his crook in his hand, as 
a ſhepherd over his flock, with his robes as 1s 


all the abbots—he has a ſtar on the back of 
his left hand, and a ſtar on his breaſt, with a 
ring on one of his ſingers, directing two of 
his fingers to the ſtar; with an angel on each 


Hide of his head, and an angel on the crown 
of his head, with this inſcription. Here 
lies John M. Kinnongglate abbot of Oye, he 
died in the year 1343, may the molt high G 
© have mercy on his ſoul, Amen.” Here hes: 7 
abbot M*Kenzie, after the ſame order, but 
> withou: inſcription and much defaced; IM" 
ed of the Heries, M. Lean of Roſs ; 1 Bf | 
Shop M. Lean, and many others, From the 
place of worſhip is an entry ine the 1 5 
lor keeping the utenſils for the'eommuniong® 


and for the abbot to put on his robes. Herg 
was the firſt college in Scotland, the firſt thats 
preached the goſpel of Chriſt in Scotland, aw 


many other places was taught here; here was 


a great ſeminary of learning, and attendeg by 


noblemen and gentlemen from different. 
countries and different nations. Here i e 
Biſhop#M*Lean's heufe, being biſhep N 
i ans Laie are l FH. 
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in particular the King's-ſtreet, which 1 
to the ſide of a lake from the temple. of St. 
Mary, where grew an excellent grove of birch 
on each ſide of the ſtreet, which rendered it a 
molt agreeable walk for the quality ; and eaſt 
rom the lake was a very fine walk, with ſe⸗ 
veral crofſes on the walk which the remains 
are to this day. And likewiſe to the eaſt 
were ſcveral ſtreets leading to the ſea, and to 
different ports or landing places. The main 


nery, which ſtands on the ſouth end of the 
lage. The Nunnery is built. very magnifi- 
ent after the Gothic order, within the Walls 
ee interred none but ladies and nuns, with 


: a Wpoltnre, Wh uplifted Hands and eyes, with 


Parps—her lag dog at the ſkirts of her gar-. 
nents, with tke moon and comb forner bam: 
Dn the other end of the ſtons f 


head, above is the ſun, moon and.ſtars— 
be lady's prayer on the middle of the ſtone. 
£0 holy Virgin pray for me“ — The inſorip-, 


Ana, the daughter of Donald ſon of NEED . 
ate abbels of lye (or Jona or Icolmkill) Who 


lied Anng Dong 7 25437 Whole foul we. 
3 r Comnut 


Itreet from sr. Mary's temple to the Nun- 


ery elegant tombs one in particular, the : 3 
lady abbels in her full length in 2 praying Sy 


5 E angel at each fide of her head playing on. 2 | 
Mary with the babe at her breaſt, a.crown on” 3 


lon on this ſtone is, Here lies the divine . 5 3 
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commit to Abraham's boſom.“ On another 
lady abbeſs tomb is John the Baptiſt be. 
headed, with the executioner with the head 
in his hand, and the daughter of Herodias 
receiving the head, John lying at the foot 

beheaded. | | . 
There are many other tombs here much 
defaced, likewiſe our Saviour on the Croſs, 
which was found lately near the Nunnery be. 
low the ground; without the walls is a walk 
for the nuns, but ſurrounded with walls. — 
The lady's lodging, and ſtore houſes for 
keeping their proviſions: near to this for the 
common females are rwwo places of interment, 
one for thoſe that ſerved and followed the 
_ nuns, and the other for the comers that came 
from other places the one place is called 
_ Clewrenal, and the other is called Cleꝛogal. 
linoch; near to this is a church uſed by the 
Abbo kor a place of worſhip for the nuns.— 
West ie his was sr. Kenlelh's temple, he was 


| brother to . Columba and sr. Oran, and 
 — Macaorald ofthe Illes lived here—he gave the 
ian ef Maulito M< Lea: of Duart with his 


FS T9 only daughter > that be and many others 
lied in this village. sr. Columba and his 


- >brother (couſins to the King of Irelaud) 


due from Ireland and landed in the ſouth 


1 


Hf the IMand—the veſſel they came in was 


Med Curachan, ſhe was covered with cow- 


4 

2 7 

＋ e 

5 n ws 
5 


— 
— 


8 4 
— 3 p ; 
# * 4 RA 
7 * * 1 N = 
. - — — * 8 —— * 
* 5 0 Ae - 
** e A wi 4 4 4 * > = \ 1 f * 4 
5 2 + N a 7 b * 0 
5 9 LOND IE” 2 * — „ GY 
Ng g 4 N : S 2 — A 2 
p + $5 


Ct 
e. 


to this they rode arrayed in White, and on 


the town of Campbeltown, and: there ig _. 
> 2 5 8 FO: MANCE _ "a in 8 1 4 


3 
ſkins, che length is preſerved in earth and 
ſtone to this day; the length 64 feet, breadth 
of it in proportion the place where they 
landed is called port Curachan to this day, 
there is fine pebbles got in that port. And 
that Columba ſent the people from the village 
to this port being two miles diſtant, in order 
to make them become penitent by gathering 
heaps of ſtones, each heap they put up ac- 
cording to the crime they committed, and 
kneeled before them, which heaps of ſtones 
(wonderiully to be admired) ſtand to this day. 
There is a hill about the middle of the Iſland 
called angels bill, it was a place of worſhip ; 


white horſes, at Whitſunday. 

There Was ſeveral temples and ak. 
fuch as 8 T. Brangen's, and others, Columba 
after erecting 8 T. Oran's chapel, he. ſet up 4 
plan of the temple of sr. Mary's in a glen, 
nigh to the town in which Place he worthip- _ - 
himfelf till sr. Mary's Was built, and the . 


Place is called Temple glen to this day. 
There was a great many places of worſhip | 


throughout the Iſland and à great many 
croſſes upon the tops of hills, of which there 
are but very few ſtanding now; and the crols - 
named sT, Branden's croſs was remoyed to 
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6 
ſtreet in the middle of the town where the w 
ſtreet is divided, one ſtreet goes to a port || fr 
called Port-ronal, where is the landing place, | T 
and another runs from the croſs along the I is 
upper or welt end of the village, which goes | th 
out of the village altogether to a place called I fa 
Martyrs-port—— where they landed all I to 
the dead bodies that came from other oi 
places—there is a green hill called the Swan, Ihe 
which they laid down the dead when they J81 
arrived till they hauled up their boats and Ich 
reſted. At a little diſtance from the Swan 

there is a place of interment, where it is fad 
that ſome ſculls has been taken up not very 
long ago of a pigeon's'{ize; and there is an- 
other place of interment caſt from the town, 
where there is none but children buried: 
there is a place of interment oppoſite to the 
. upon theifland of Mull, Which is two 
miles acroſs the ſound; chere is a pont cal- 
led Fina-port, where che people lands and 

3 embarkswwhen. they gobetwixtthetwo iſlands, 
and there, was ſome of the earth that came 
from Rome to conſecrate the burying place. 

of sr. Oran, that ſome of it fell at Fina- port, 
and there they made a burying place, where 
„ inter ſome there ſtill. Theſe: are all 
places of 1 interment beſides Sr. Oran's; and 
sT. Mary's, it is in sr. Oran's they com- 
e wo a dead nom both x men aud 
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There is 2 burying places at the Nunnery as 
is mentioned before, but there was one of 
the nuns that fell in love with a man that ſhe 
ſaw and got together, ſhe proved with child 
to him, and when ſhe died ſhe was buried 
out from among the reſt for a diſgrace, where 
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women, but they buried their males ſeparate 
from their females till within theſe 40 years. 


her tomb remains ſtill. The bell that was inn 


sT. Mary's temple was taken to one of the 
churches of Glaſgow. 


breadth. The Jea ſurrounding the Iſland. 


| 
| This Ifſand is 3 miles in length, and 1 in 
v 


- Jabounds in great plenty of cod, ling, and 


1 other fiſh; and plenty of wild fowls ſuch as 
wild ele, ducks, &c. and there is a large 


It is variegated marble, and is variegated with 
great niany different colours, and when po- 


50 hed is moſt fine and beautiful the ina - 
Eitants live all in one village which conſiſts © 
if about 300 fouls.” N e Es — 9 1 


: r 
Fri leagues n north from tcolankill, is the 
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. 22 , 


. -Þnaſs or quarry of very fine- Marble been 
Found on the ſouth end of the Iſland nigh to 

Port Curachan lately, and is working and ap- 

bears to be as fine as any of the Italian marble 


1K ny Cr Toe - 7 
1 * 12 = 


; (14-7) 
famous Iſland of Staffa. It is ſupported upon 
' Pillars in the middle of the ocean; the pil- 
lars are of a mixed marble, and no marble 
containing ſuch a variety of brilliant colours, 
Was ever diſcovered in Britain. The Ifland is 
ſquare, and about three quarters of a mile in 
length; the ſubterraneous part thereof is ſo 
naturally arched and decorated, that it exg 
ceeds the moſt exquiſite performance of the 
greateſt artiſts in the world, There is a me- 
lodious cave in the Iſland, any muſic ſung 
therein, will ſound more melodious than any 4 

organ in London. The rocks toward. the 
ſea ſeem. as if they were poliſhed by artiſts of $1: 
great taſte: the pebbles n the ſhore have en 
very appearance. of beautiful pearis. There 
is only one family in the fang, and in ftormy 
weather the bouſe not oniy ſhakes, but even 
_ thee kettles, onthe fire. | There is further 
_ - a gr Sure, a barge under ſail, and Sh, 
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h In time of low Vater, will with eaſe broceed Ke 
A f 3 3, rt paces into. che ſaid cave; and at the dif. en 
. Ob league, when paffing the ſame in; 
"3 2s nights; 3 wilible;;{parkling like diamonds % 
: illeaft® 2 Aulfre at Ajpreat diſtance... On then 
3 op Sk. the” Wand: there. is a beautiful natural * 
3 32 \ Tear of marble; refemblingan caſy chair, which! ly. 
= © Y Is ſaid to be King FingaBecthrone:; and con- 
; * ack IM Aexerarathrcepyranids re- 
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on þ Same time ago his , the Duke of Ar he: 

il yigcauſed to build a dyke round the cathge- 

ple. «4 but now they at the Duke's expence 

rs, is to give à proper perſon a ſum of money 

18 for his maintenance yearly, for keeping the 
In ſtombs clear of weeds ſo that every thing may 
fo appear clearly to all ſtrangers. The church 2 
Nen alled sr. Mary's is to be repaired, lock and 
he ey upon the fence around it, and the Nun- Re”. 


nery likewiſe with lock and key. The mini- 
ug Mer of theſe having four places of worſhip... 


a und about 2000 people in his pariſh, comes 
he pnly 4 times a- year to preach to this remote 
rand. The honourable: Society for propo- E 
eating Chriſtian Knowledge as well as the © 7 
e amily of Argyle haus taken it to their con- 5 ö th : 


aeration for the benefit of the people of the 2 
en gang and the country round about, to erect 3 
er proper Schoolmaſter and Catechiſt upoJe® . 
ad She: Iland'; and they requeſted Dr. Jehn 
ed Kemp, ſecretary to the Society for to repre- 
lil Ent the ſituation of the poor people of the f 
and to the. honourable Society this the - 
worthy gentleman promiſed, and asthe High- 
Anders are very quick, aud commonly has \ 
mn 2xcellent genius for earning, have: moe". © 
ch, eſpecially... the _yollhg people leatned to 5 r 
| beak Engliſh within thee 17 Fears paſt, and 35 3 
dhe care and diligerce ofthe hint” 7 ſchools / 
85 3 e in the- Hoop, of the, _ +58 x 
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